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 Letter from the founder
Dear Friends, 
 
Welcome to another year of the Otis and Rosie Brown Foundation. 
It is truly an honor and a blessing to present to you the work we've 
done over the last year. 
 
I can't believe 2017 marks 4 years since we began this journey.  
We gave away 10 additional scholarships, sponsored the 8th 
Annual SlamFest, hosted our 3rd Annual Gala where we honored 
5 new DFW nonprofits and began laying the groundwork for a 
stronger presence in our home city of Arlington, Texas.  
 

We are so thrilled to have you - our friends, volunteers, donors and supporters - along on this journey of 
encouraging the world to #FindYourExtraordinary. After 4 years of meeting amazing students and 
ordinary citizens doing extraordinary things to brighten the lives of others, we are ever more convinced 
that together we stand at the right time, in the right place, with the right mission - to make a major 
difference in our world. 
 
Please take a look at this snapshot of our Foundation. We hope you will be inspired.  
 
By being good stewards of our financial resources, we can ensure that our ongoing mission to support and 
fund student, individuals, and nonprofits who are making a meaningful and profound impact continues.  
 
I continue to be filled with gratitude and inspiration to partner closely with our volunteers and tireless 
board members to carry out our passion and commitment to make a difference in the lives of others. 
Thank you all for being extraordinary.  
 
Sincerely, 
T

#MyExtraordinaryIsPassion, Laughter and Giving Back

Thasunda Brown Duckett 
Founder, The Otis & Rosie Brown Foundation



Our mission is to highlight extraordinary people, organizations, and corporations who utilize 

ordinary resources to make an extraordinary impact on the well-being of individuals, families, 

and communities.

Our vision is to spawn a movement of people working - as individuals, in companies, 

nonprofits and everything in between - to share their gifts, talents and resources in 

service to the world around them.  

1.  Connecting families to resources in the local North Texas community 

2.  Fostering academic engagement and excellence 

3.  Partnering with local organizations to more effectively meet the needs of today’s 

      vulnerable children and families 

OUR MISSION 

OUR VISION 

OUR FOCUS AREAS 
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FOUNDER & BOARD CHAIR
Thasunda Brown-Duckett 
Founder 

The Otis and Rosie Brown Foundation

TREASURER
Richard Duckett 
Executive Board Member 
The Otis and Rosie Brown Foundation

COMUNITY RELATIONS
Otis Jamaal Brown 
Executive Board Member 
The Otis and Rosie Brown Foundation

Anick Brown 
Executive Board Member 
The Otis and Rosie Brown Foundation

SECRETARY

PARTNER DEVELOPMENT
Reggie Brown 
Executive Board Member 
The Otis and Rosie Brown Foundation

MULTIMEDIA
Erin Nicole Parisi 
Executive Board Member 
The Otis and Rosie Brown Foundation

 Executive Board

 By the Numbers
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ExtraordinaryScholars

"Education is the most powerful weapon which you 
can use to change the world." 

Nelson Mandela

Hana Ali 

UT Arlington 

 

Zidane Becerra 

Hilbert College 

 

Jordan Lee 

University of Illinois at Urbana- 

Champaign 

 

Zion Lewis 

Texas A&M 

 

Taylon Owens 

Prairie View A&M 

Emma Polanco 

Texas Christian University 

 

Dana Salas 

UT Arlington 

 

Diana Salas 

UT Arlington 

 

Kierra Thompson 

UT Arlington 

 

Julie Tran 

Yale College

During the 2017 school year, we met a number of amazing students from around the DFW 

metro. Young men and women who showed extraordinary character, resilience and 

commitment to service, family, and community. With over 100 applicants, we are thrilled to be 

apart of the journey of these young people - and it's only possible through the generosity of 

our donors and volunteers! Thank you!



Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr

In 2017, the Otis and Rosie Brown Foundation was introduced to more phenomenal 

people and organizations doing great work in the North Texas area and around the 

world.  The organizations represent the epitome of the ExtraordinaryIs mission. We are 

proud to find, support and celebrate these often unsung heroes working with ordinary 

resources to do the extraordinary. 

 

Learn more about these fantastic organizations on the following pages. 

 

       

Meet Our 2017 Community Grantees
Jade Laswell - Craft Hope - Arlington 

Gene Legler - Helping Hands and Caring Hearts - Arlington 
Keen Group - Fort Worth 

Cordelia Tullous - StepUp! - Dallas 
LeTitia Owens - Where Are You? Homeless Outreach - Dallas

 Community Grantees
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www.crafthopetogether.com

Craft Hope is a love-inspired project designed to share 

handmade crafts with those less fortunate. It is the hope of 

Founder, Jade Laswell - wife, mother and breast-cancer 

survivor - and her merry crew of volunteers to combine a 

love for crafting and desire to help others into projects that 

make a difference to people around the world. 

Through its strong network of generous crafters, Craft Hope has donated over  160,211 

items to cancer patients, victims of natural disasters, and those suffering near and far.

Honoree: 
Jade Laswell, Founder



Helping Hands and Caring Hearts of America was founded 

by Gene Legler in 2015 with the express intent of 

encouraging people to help the less fortunate. Inspired by the 

example set by his parents of giving and serving those less 

fortunate than him. With a goal of spurring educational 

opportunities and inspiring service, the organization provides 

two (scholarships to minority high school college-bound 

seniors each year. These are  students who exhibit

www.helpinghandscaringheartsofamerica.org 

 Community Grantees
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www.keengroup.org 

Since 2009 the KEEN Group has taught 203 youth 

outdoor, still photography and computer editing 

through the Focus Photography Program. Using the 

arts to encourage healthy activity and self-expression, these 8 week classes are taught by 

professional photographers and master photographers with assistance from community 

mentors. Project Focus targets youth ages 9-15 encouraging them to tap into their creativity 

while using the camera to express feelings, tell stories, advocate and entertain. 

Honoree: 
Walter Williams - Board Chair

Honoree: 
Gene Legler, Founder

a commitment to excellence in education, a desire to serve others and who come from 

low-income backgrounds, Gene hopes to create a sustainable model and grow into other 

cities throughout the country giving more students the opportunity to succeed through 

attainment of a college eductaion.



Step Up is a national organization working in local cities to propel girls living or going to 

school in under-resourced communities to fulfill their potential by empowering them to 

become confident, college-bound, career-focused, and ready to join the next generation of 

professional women. Step Up does this by creating and implementing impactful after- 

school and mentorship programs that are open to all girls enrolled in a Step Up partner high 

school. 

www.suwn.org/dallas 

www.whereareyououtreach.org 

 Community Grantees
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After being homeless herself, LeTitia decided to use her 

vocal ability to uplift the homeless and the needy. After 

realizing there were so many people that just needed to 

know they were thought of, the Lord gave her the song: 

Where Are You? (Written and performed by her and Fred 

Hammond) LeTitia is committed to using her gifts to bring 

awareness to the world that there are people who feel 

abandoned and alone on a daily basis and are seeking 

hope and a hand. Her prayer is after you hear the words to 

her song you will not only be inspired but commit to serving 

those in need.

Honoree: 
LeTitia Owens, Founder

Honoree: 
Coredelia Tullous, Executive Director - Dallas



 Our Financials 
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In 2017, we attained a Bronze Level Seal of Transparency from Guidestar.org.  Please find our 2017 990 highlighted below. 
Complete access to these records is available online and upon request. 



 Our Supporters
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Amy Akanni 
Arlington Public Library Johnté 
Archer 
Renee Baggett 
Lawrence Bailey 
Jamaal Brown 
Kimberly Brown 
Reggie & Anick Brown David 
Burns 
Sandra Campbell Bernadette 
Catanzano Lesley Corydon 
Craig Cowden 
Erica Cunningham 
Connie Cutrer 
Kerry Dawson 
Marcus Denmon 
Marc Desgrave,  IV 
Janiece Evans-Page 
William & Celia Flagg Tiffany 
Fletcher 
Kirk & Wendy Ford 
Mary Frank 
Kevin Frazier 
Dave & Catina Godsey 
Staci L. Hallmon 
Mr. & Mrs. Forest T. Harper 
Neka Hickmon  
Rick & Rita Hightower 
Monica Hightower-Perkins 
Scinyera Hilliard 
Lynette Hurst 
Vincent Humphrey 
Carol Ireland 
Bruce Jackson  

Marc Jaffe 
Monica Jolla 
Zhaundra Jones 
Sekou & Jennifer Kaaland 
Cedric & Khieda King 
Mr. & Mrs. George King, Jr 
Greg & Kristie Konstans 
Winston Lear 
Gene Legler 
Damon Lester 
Clay Luther & Chris Pearce 
Christopher Lyons 
Jay & Nicole McIlveen 
Valencia Nash-McShann 
Earl Moore 
Theresa Novy 
Gary & Fayneshia Nunn 
Erin Nicole Parisi 
Sharon Ann Parisi 
Mr. & Mrs. Hamp Patterson 
Kristin Peck 
Monica Perkins  
Tara Perry 
Erica Phillip 
Kevin Point 
Rebecca Reynolds 
Toni Rose 
Tanya Sanders 
John & Jill Sayre 
Nicole Simmons 
Troy & Brook Sims   
Kristin Peck 
Monica Perkins 
Tara Perry   

Erica Phillip 
Kevin Point 
Rebecca Reynolds 
Toni Rose 
Tanya Sanders 
John & Jill Sayre 
Nicole Simmons 
Troy & Brook Sims  
Desmond P. Smith 
Lamont & Janaka Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. J.J. Smith 
Kenya Solomon  
India Sonnier 
Lisa Staples-Wherry 
Danette Stephens  
Wanda Talton 
Joan Taylor 
Rachel Thibodeaux 
Will Tolliver 
Mary Ann Wall 
Rodney & Paulette Washington 
Sheryl Washington 
Bryan Williams 
Mayor & Mrs. Jeff & Karen 
Williams 
Dalila Wilson-Scott 
Tom Winston 
Marc Womack 
Diana Zett  



 Partners & Sponsors
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Our immense gratitude and appreciation for our donors, 
sponsors and partners. The work we do would not be 

possible without your generosity.  
 

On behalf of the scholars and nonprofits we support - 
Thank you! 

Duckett Family 
Kinetigraf Entertainment 

Ally Bank 
Group 1 Automotive 
Heidrick & Struggles 

Lane Staffing 
Fossil Group 

Deep Eddy Vodka 
Alexis George Wines 
Hip Hop Hollywood 

T. Dallas Smith & Company 
A Rojo Presentation Photography 



Facebook @extraordinaryis 
Twitter @yextraordinary 

Instagram @extraordinaryis 
LinkedIn
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